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as a consequence of the provision under RA 9340 providing that the newly
elected barangay officials in the October 2007 barangay elections shall
commence at noon of November 30, 2007.

Theoretically, based on the aforequoted provisions of the
Constitution and By Laws of the Liga ng mga Barangay, providing that the
term of office of the Liga officers shall be understood strictly to be
concurrent with the term and tenure of |office | of the Sangguniang
Barangay, it seems that there is indeed a vacuum by the time that the term
of office of the Punong Barangays, who are also Liga officers, will expire at
noon of November 30, 2007. It is not amiss to point out that this vacuum
was however also addressed by the same provisions of the Liga
Constitution and By Laws.

At this point, it bears stressing that Section 509 of the Local
Government Code authorized the different leagues of local government
units and officials, including for this matter the Liga hg mga Barangay, to
adopt its own Constitution and By Laws which shall govern their internal
organization and operation. Said adoption| of the Constitution and By
Laws, therefore, is by authority of law and should, therefore, be respected.

In fine, the vacuum shall be addressed by th|e following scenarios,

applying the provisions of the Liga Constitution and Iay Laws, to wit:

» In case the incumbent Liga Chapter President got re-
elected in the recently concluded barangay elections, he
shall continue to act as Liga President in a hold-over
capacity until such time that his su cessoq shall have been
elected and qualified. As such, he can continue to
represent the Liga Chapter in the Sanggunian as an ex-
officio member thereof; r

» If the Liga Chapter President ceases to be a Punong
Barangay by noon of November 30, 2007, either because he
was not re-elected or his term expired on the same date,
the incumbent Vice President of the same Liga chapter
shall represent the Liga in the Sa gguni?n concerned as
ex-officio member; Provided, however, that he was re-
elected as Punong Barangay in the last barangay elections;

» In case the incumbent Liga Chapter President and Vice
President cease to be Punong arang’ays by noon of
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